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CllJR'lNEY HILL 
(1806) 

Neal Courtney, an Englishman, was torn in 1758. 
According to family tradition, he was tending sheep 
on a hillside in Ireland·:when he was impressed into 
service in the Royal British Navy. He swam shore 
from a British ship in New York Harbor and later 
joined the Colonial Anny in the Revolutionary War. 
A stonecutter and fanner, he settled in Athens 
County in 1806 and built this house, one mile north 
of Athens. He sponsored the first road out of Athens 
to the north, starting at the Bingham's horse-mill 
(Fast Bridge) and extending up Carpenter and Lancaster 
over Columbia and dCMn through the~ to this site. 
Courtney departed this earth in 1826 and is buried in 
West State Street Cemetery. Ten Terrace Drive is the 
oldest house in Athens and stands on the original 

. sandstone foundation. All the bricks were made on 
this site. The driveway was part of the old Route 33. 
A trolley-car ran on rails on the other side of the 
driveway. There are 2 Indian mounds on the hill. 
The hane was purchased and restored. in 1970. 
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'TO ; 

FROM : 
RE : " 

. 
The Athens Co unty Historical Society & Museum 

Raymond J Abraham , At hen s Na~ i v e 

THE HISTORY OF THE COURTNEY HOME & HILL/FARM) .J./1-~I '1 
t 

The Courtney Home , now 10 Terrace Drive , Athens , Ohio became 209 years 
old in July 2015 . There were three (3) Courtney built . 1) Terrace Dr ., 
2 ) River Road (now owned by Joyce Miller and 3) One built on University 
property . Before it was r azed several years ago , it was a dorm for 
students and cl.assrooms . J o h n Ogden , Virginia , a descendant of the 
Courtneys , did a thesis while a student at OU . He wrote me several 
letters and v isi ted me _onc e . It was his wish to purchase my home or 
'the River Road home . Tt was di st urbing t o me that .he t ook recor ds -f r om 

i~~ ~o~~ie~o~:~~~adb~#g-~.~.i:if:;;:t~¥~a~:~rir ~--~~10n%~1:£:~~-tt:ed at---·-T,er race · 
selling it. to his grandson , >-< ·· ·· · ··· • .. · ·· · · 
Alanzo . Alanzo 1· ma- - - -· z · ~· ~ -· • ,. • . -
built the Ri ver 
Roa d home a few 
,years later . 
Al anzo married 
Marinda Buchanan , 
cousin of President 
Buchanan . A weddin 
par t y was held in 
my h0me . They are 
bur ied in Nye 
Cemetery , Chauncey, 
Ohio . 
Wi th the help of 
fo r mer County 
Recorder , Julia 
Mi ch~el Scott , it 
took several weeks 
before all the deed 
were located , datin 
back to 1806 . I 
have copies of all . 
The Bingham House 
was built in 18-07 
and has been moved 

~~m~:~
st I~~r~~e~;~t }£~~~t i on ( The Bin~ti~tri Histoi,i9a.l :C$ntii{r:): is ac:r-oss . \ I 

new plumbing and madi~ .. · ·· 
numberous repairs . /1i < 
REF : ! & 2 above , > \. 
Campus Mari tus , Mar flt:.\ ir, 
Ohio , a c 1800 Athens . >. : 
County Atlas , John Ogen. p •·>·• 
Judi Burkhar dt ( Indi _9)ja ) ,<; 
Courtney des~endar:it ~( i ~ i 
a . few who still live ·•• · 
i n Chaund~& The Pl~(H~r 
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.•• Added Notes of Interest 

My younge r Paul, and I did not rea l ize when we purchased our home at 
10 Terrace Drive , that the Courtney Home was built in 1806. We purchaed 
the home from Realtor LauraJones . She intended to have the house torn 
down and sell the acreage, which is zoned commercial. The Athene Country 
Club wanted the site for an in-town club. And after we got the home, 
Holiday Inn contacted us many times; also, interested in its location. 
We knew there would be a lot of work with repairs, etc., and it took three 
(3) years before it was comfortably liveable, although repairs continued. 
After sharing our home with brother paul for more than 40 years, he passed 
on 28 September 2011. 
When Ron Luce was Director/Curator for ACS&M, he visited in my home and 
we selected ten (10) items which would eventually be donated to museum. 
Jo Prisley has also been to home. We have been friends since OU college 
days when we were students in the 50s. Back to date house was built, it 
was discovered when we saw a partially-cpvered inscription over the front 
door --- 1806 A.D. (same as inscription over River Road home.) Our front 
door is now a screened-in porch and the new front door is on the other side 
of house . I inscribed the date above this door and added the Latin "Cursum 
Perfidio"-from Timothy in The Bible: "I have fought the fight, I have 
finished the course, I have kept the Faith." It was considered a "Welcome 
Mat" in some countries . The Indian mound (s)on the hill is very interesting. 
I strongly believe that it's possible that Indian Chief Tecumseh is buried 
there! Many arrow-heads have been found. Nearby is a formation of 12 
stones; maybe , a time-piece (sundial) ? And close by it is a hollow space. 
One year, one of my yard-helpers dug deeper and deeper and discovered a 
large opening. This may have been one of the hide-outs for slaves dur i ng 
the "Underground Railroad"--escaping to Canada. (?) Many eerie occurences 
--but no more--after Priest Blessed home and land. 
One of the enclosed page of photos was taken at Christmas time. There is 
a lighted Madonna and Child in front window. There is a lighted tree on 
the balcony. In each window is a flame-colored light which has been a 
custom in our family fo -r(rriany years. Each light is for our parents, our 
deceased family members , former and deceased students of mine when I was 
a teacher at Athens High School and Athens Middle School (my alma mater.) 
the terminally ill (AIDS , Alheimers, Cancer, other), Hospital patients and 
others. 
I hope that all I have written is of interest to you who reads it. 

With Love and God's Blessings as my packet is shared with you, 

~~ Ray ond J Abraham 
10 Terrace Dr 
Athens OH 45701 
(740) 592-1289 
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; .\ •• Terrac~ Dr . was once Bingham Rd. 

The residen.ts of this north side of A.thens live inane. 
of the ribre historic sites of our town~ .. One of the . first 
settlers, · $ilas Bingham, purchased land h~e in l796 . · 
His_ };>rather Alvan \1a.s the first: t:r~ur~ Of Atheps, O:>unty,. 
Terrace Drive was known as Bingham R0q,cl an.a it . was a dirt . 

. road untiLthe 1950s0 · .. Captain Bingham. was one of the men 
with George Washihgton ·when .hecro~sedth~~laware and he 
is buried in_ the West state Street Cemetery. •1 . 

. Neal Cotirtn~y~ another ~ly' s~ttler, built the house}at 
the l:x:>ttour of ··•· Terrace ; · ·form~ly ·known as the ·• C6urtney<Farm. ·· 
T.rq:l.le_y cars; ran on th~ level patl:r in : fi:ont 9f the hOl:2$~ . 
arid thedriyewaywas on~wr:t .pftrlepfXl1;<qt1t~ 33 • . 'J:'he 
Courtney home; .built in l$06 , · i,F idle olp?§t- hoilse in ,. Atl:'l~Se 
Indian trounds can .~ seenoon the ,hilJsi<je ~\ :Z, ..... . 

6ui' present residerii:s cane frgn all -wa1ih, bt -Ji:f.1;! aj-id ·.p()Jl1e 
are Athens natives . We are proud to :lx).ast qf OW'.: trri:lversity• 
faculty & perscirmel; Athens City Schools t~qhers &'staff; .. 
business owners ; realtqrs; HockingCC>i:I.egestaff; Hospice . 
C?f Appalachia staff; & volunteers;'Qt1 &,i-iocls:il'fg C;qllege· . 
students and present &_ fonner city offic~a}~· . · ......... • ..... · .. ·. < 

~~'¥ii{i~t~~ie#~~l~t~,tr>••····· 
r ~ ated inqid~ts , pqwe~ ·· :outage::; anq cases .of .. ,illQe~s, .. etc. 

.,' / ... • , . ;,. -·~ . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . -' • .· _ . '. . ' - .. ' . . . · .. . --- '- .··· ··· . . . 

1 The 1905 · Centennial :Atlas of Athens County; / 

.2 A courtne~-OOyss~y (;ohl1 Olgen & J"udi B%~~d~) 

Note: .. 9+¥~ia~irflil i~~' 
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