
Follow us 

on Twitter:

Joe Higgins 

@JoeHmessenger

Sara Brumield 

@SaraBmessenger

Kevin Wiseman
@KevinWmessenger

Jason Arkley
@JasonAmessenger

John Halley
@JohnHmessenger

Steve Robb
@SteveRmessenger

Sarah Hawley
@SarahHmessenger

Sarah Guinn
@SarahGmessenger

Tyler Buchanan
@TylerBmessenger

w w w . a t h e n s m e s s e n g e r . c o m

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2015        $1.75Your Hometown News Source

No. 8 Ohio State routs No. 12 Michigan 42-13 

with ground game led by Elliott and Barrett  
SPORTS  |  PaGe b1

Scan this QR code 
to our mobile site

GET SOCIAL

9,094 
people like us 
on Facebook: Join the 

conversation for news 

updates, contests and 

more.

WEATHER

TODAY’S 

FORECAST
Rain Likely

High 52

Low 38

Page a7

OBITUARIES

George Ashcraft, 87, 
Nelsonville
Addison Person, 79, 
New Straitsville
Doris Speigle, 71, 
Pataskala
Gary Starner, 73, 
Logan
Samuel Will, 83, 
Hamden
Jeanne Wells, 88, 
Athens

Page a6

Business................A2

Classiied....C1-4,D1-4
Comics................B4
Community..........B6-7
Editorial...............A4-5
Lifestyles...............B5

Obituaries..............A6

Sports................B1-2 
Yum!....................B3

Vol. 111, No. 4

INDEX

Sunday Messenger $1.75

by JOe HIGGINS
Messenger editor

A
LBANY — The muscles in the shoul-
ders and arms of Nathan Hale were 
as taut as the bowstring holding the 
arrow between his ingers. The sound 

of the arrow piercing the cool night air provided 
a moment of bliss and a sense of accomplishment 
for a man who has come to realize that winning at 
life sometimes means losing the things you most 
care about.

Hale, 34, of Albany, was an excellent high 
school athlete. He graduated from Alexander 
High School in 2000 and was set for a college 
career in football.

The game was his life. Or so he thought.
All that changed when a lifetime of pain stem-

ming from a birth defect set him on an entirely 
different path — a path that would become dark 
at times but has ultimately become brighter than 
ever.

Hale was born with bilateral congenital vertical 
talus. In layman’s terms, Hale’s arches in his feet 
were upside down. His achilles tendon in one foot 
was formed about 2 inches shorter than the other 
as well. Essentially, Hale walked on a bone mass 
that protruded from his feet for his entire life.

Every two weeks until he was 2 years old, 

doctors casted his feet trying to mold the bones. It 
didn’t work.

“I can remember being 5 and it being the end 
of the day and my feet would hurt real bad,” said 
Hale. “I was thinking, ‘Is this what everybody 
feels like at the end of the day?”

Doctors ruled out surgery at the time and told 
Hale that the best they could do was prescribe 
specialized insoles. It wasn’t until he was 
12 years old that a basketball coach, Blaine 
Gabriel, turned Hale to a specialist who in turn 
consulted another surgeon and a plan was built 

by STeVe RObb
Messenger staff journalist

Staff at Ohio University’s Voinovich 
School are hoping to ind funding to expand a 
water sampling project being conducted near 
injection wells located in Athens County.

On Tuesday, Jen Bowman and Natalie 
Kruse Daniels from the Voinovich School 
of Leadership and Public Affairs, met with 
the Athens County Commissioners to update 
them on the 
current test-
ing program. 
The county 
contracted 
with the 
school to 
conduct the 
study for 
$15,637, the 
idea being 
to determine 
the current 
condition 
of private 
water wells 
near injection 
wells in case 
there is a 
contamina-
tion incident 
in the future.

Injec-
tion wells 
are used to 
dispose of 
saltwater and 
other waste 
from oil and 
gas produc-
tion wells. 
The Ohio 
Department 
of Natural Resources’ stance is that they do 
not pose a threat to ground water, but envi-
ronmentalists are concerned. Athens County 
currently has eight injection wells, with an 
application pending for a ninth.

Testing of water wells was done this fall, 
and will be repeated in March.

Bowman said four water wells were tested 
in Troy Twp., three in the River Road area, 

by TyLeR bUCHaNaN
Messenger staff journalist 

W
hen a local legend like 
artist David Hostetler 
passes away, it is worth 
recalling an Athens tale 

that has faded from historical 
memory.

This is the story of Art Park, 
one of Hostetler’s many great 
creations. Had it not been for red 
tape and a bit of unfortunate tim-
ing, the place may have grown to 
become an Athens landmark.

Hostetler and Ohio University 
art graduate Vernon Allen bought 
40 acres of land off of Terrell 
Road near Athens to become an 
“earth workshop.” They were 
joined by fellow OU art profes-
sors George Kokis and David 
Klahn.

Art Park was illed with 
sculptures, ceramic kiln, other 
art projects and even a make-
shift home. The space’s purpose 
was two-fold — the professors 
brought art students to learn and 
practice in a quiet, hands-on 
atmosphere.

But mostly, Art Park was an 
artistic rebuke to materialism 
and man’s destruction to the 
environment. The land itself had 
formerly been used as a strip 
mine. Reports describe areas 
“strewn with mechanical litter,” 
where swaths of trees had been 
cut down.

“Art Park’s founders hope 
this piece of Athens County land 
can provide a place where man’s 
imagination can work in har-
mony with — not against — his 
environment,” The Messenger 
reported.

So it began. One professor 
designed a massive 40-foot sun-
dial, while others planned for an 
experimental aluminum house. 
Brick companies even began 
donating materials to build kilns, 
which were meant to make more 
bricks to be able to construct a 
ceramics workshop.

Hotsteler and company 
dreamed of a place where art-
ists could learn their trades and 
engage with the community. A 
large rock cliff was repurposed as 
an amphitheater with the hopes 
of hosting musical performances 
and crafts fairs.

Growth and hype comes with 
its own consequences. Orga-
nizers worried that large-scale 
audiences would cause damage 
to the land or at least threaten the 
vibe. Art Park was conceived as 
a chance for artists and observers 
of all ages could enjoy nature. It 
was not meant to be Woodstock 
in the woods or some other kind 
of exclusive commune.

With that vision in mind, the 
artists organized the irst annual 
Art Park Festival. The artists 
saw this as a chance to show 
the Athens public their ongoing 
projects and local musicians were 
invited to entertain visitors. The 

four-day festival was slated for 
May 21-24, 1970.

And then all hell broke loose.
The Kent State Massacre 

on May 4 of that year sparked 
college protests throughout the 
country, especially those in Ohio. 
The demonstrations in Athens 
stayed mostly peaceful for sev-

eral days but gradually worsened.
Oficials tried to keep Ohio 

University open while many 
most other universities suspend-
ed classes. Student protestors 
clashed with law enforcement 
and the Ohio National Guard was 
eventually called in.

Finally on May 15, Ohio 
University was closed down. 
The streets were nearly deserted 
as the tense atmosphere radiated 
throughout the area.

No, Athens was not in the 
mood for casually viewing sculp-
tures or enjoying the peaceful 
woods.

But you can’t very well orga-
nize a brand-new festival then 
cancel it at the 11th hour, espe-
cially since Art Park had started 
catching the attention of national 
news media. Art Park’s symbol 
was a phoenix — just like the 
bird, artists believed rebuilding 
that destroyed land was helping 
nature rise from the ashes.

In truth, it was the entire town 
around them that was alame.

So now what to do? The 
university’s closure caused some 
performers to back out, leaving 
organizers scrambling to ind 
replacement acts. They expected 
10,000 visitors throughout the 
weekend, but many residents 
hunkered down at home while 
they waited for everything to 

The rise and fall of Art Park

file photo

David Klahn (left) and David Hostetler are pictured at 
Art Park, an experimental art location they helped orga-
nize near Terrell Road outside of Athens. Art Park was 
opened in 1970 but closed a year later after compliancy 
issues with the Athens County Health Department.

‘Sometimes in life, you gotta lose before you can win’
Albany man turns 

darkness into 
inspiration

Nathan Hale lines up a shot from his 
wheelchair after having his right leg 
amputated at the knee.

“I thought about just how blessed I am. he people 
around me ... I could not have got through this so 
upbeat without these people. I think how blessed I am, 
how many people care about me and want to help.” 

Nathan Hale

County gets 
update on water 

testing near 
injection wells

 “here’s more 
people who 
want their 
water sampled 
that are living 
near injections 
wells, that’s why 
we are seeking 
more funding. 
We see there 
is a need there 
to have more 
data collected.”

Jen Bowman, 
Ohio University 

Voinovich School 
of Leadership and 

Public Afairs

When the primary 

focus became 

bathrooms instead 

of clay, codebooks 

instead of kilns, 

the answer was 

clear. Art Park and 

the Terrell Road 

area was heading 

back to the ashes.

See TeSTING ON PaGe a7See aRT PaRK ON PaGe a7

See HaLe ON PaGe a6

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — A south-
east Ohio water district has settled its 
federal lawsuit against DuPont over 
allegations that the company contami-
nated the district’s well fields with the 
chemical used to produce Teflon.

The Dispatch reports that the Little 
Hocking Water Association signed a 

Little Hocking 
settles DuPont 
lawsuit over C8

See DUPONT ON PaGe a6
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one on Ladd Ridge Road and 
one on Baker Road.

Bowman said tests for 
volatile organic compounds 
— which, if present, might 
indicate oil and gas inlu-
ence — came back as below 
detection levels, with the ex-
ception of methane at one of 
the River Road water wells.

“There was a little bit 
of methane detected, but it 
was below the maximum 
contaminate level, so nothing 
that would harm ...,” she 
said.

Bowman indicated she is 
concerned that so few water 
wells are being tested.

“That’s not really enough, 
not enough at all, to show 
any sort of statistical coni-
dence,” Bowman said.

“What do we do about 
that? asked Commissioner 
Charlie Adkins. “It’s worth-
less legally, probably, if we 
don’t do more.”

Bowman said she intends 
to submit a grant application 
to the Sugar Bush Founda-
tion.

“We’re going to request 
additional funds to do more 
sampling. I don’t know if 
it will be funded or not,” 
Bowman said. “There’s more 

people who want their water 
sampled that are living near 
injections wells, that’s why we 
are seeking more funding. We 
see there is a need there to have 
more data collected.”

Kruse Daniels said it’s also 
hoped that funding can be 
arranged to develop a water 
quality alert system that would 
detect surface water contamina-
tion downstream from injection 
wells in case there is a spill.

Bowman said the desire 
for a detection system was 
prompted by biological sam-
pling that OU did in Skunk 
Run in Troy Twp., where Ath-
ens Conservancy has a nature 
preserve. The stream tested 
as high quality. It is below a 
K&H Partners injection well 
site.

Adkins said he thinks a 
monitoring program needs 
to be put together that would 
garner support in more than 
just Athens County, so that 
the County Commissioners 
Association of Ohio and other 
groups can lobby the state to 
enact a tax on the waste being 
injected. Income from the tax 
could fund monitoring efforts.

Commissioner Lenny Elia-
son was asked the likelihood of 
that being accomplished.

“It’s a tall order,” he replied.
srobb@athensmessenger.com; 

twitter @stevermessenger

TESTING
Continued from page A1

calm back down.
The main issue wasn’t just 

organizing the festival itself, 
it was public perception. In 
the wake of Athens’ largest 
confrontation of old and new, 
establishment and change, 
peace and war, Art Park sought 
the middle ground of non-parti-
san artistic expression.

But this was only a year after 
Woodstock, only two months 
after nationwide outrage over 
the United States’ involvement 
in the My Lai Massacre, only 
two weeks after irebomb-
ings on OU’s campus caused 
$120,000 in damage. To be ec-
centric, but dedicated sculptors 
in the woods was to be viewed 
as anti-establishment. Sufice 
to say, those viewed as anti-
establishment in 1970 were not 
given much of a free pass.

“This is not a commune, 
there is no drug angle, no alco-
hol, this is not a haven,” profes-
sor and organizer David Klahn 
insisted. “The police have been 
invited. Townspeople have 
been invited. There are a lot of 
children involved ... this is not 
Woodstock, it is a community-

minded program.”
The festival ended and those 

at Art Park began developing a 
three-year goal to help the loca-
tion grow. At the state level, Art 
Park got plenty of support. The 
Ohio Arts Council even gave 
a $2,000 grant in early 1971 
for them to keep hosting other 
community events.

The Athens County Health 
Department was not as kind. 
Whether simply motivated 
by code enforcement or for 
ideological reasons, one might 
never know.

Throughout 1970 and into 
1971, Art Park’s sanitation con-
sisted of two modest outhouses. 
To host events for 10,000 or 
more visitors, state code evi-
dently required at least 31 toilet 
seats, 18 urinals, 24 sinks and 
10 drinking fountains.

And that experimental 
aluminum house a few artists 
had moved into? The health 
department forced the inhabit-
ants to move out until they built 
a new roof, adequate siding 
and installed a potable water 
supply.

Well.
Organizers were not much 

interested in turning Art Park 
into an artsy theme park. 

Things were supposed to be 
simple, and now the spot was 
becoming a headache.

For their part, oficials 
claimed it was nothing personal 
against Art Park.

“If they wouldn’t have large 
gatherings there, we’d let this 
whole thing drop,” a county 
sanitarian said. “Hostetler 
brings his art classes out there 
during the day for a few hours 
— that’s ine with us. But there 
are no facilities for a long stay, 
for a whole day’s activities ... 
we didn’t close it maliciously.”

When the primary focus 
became bathrooms instead 
of clay, codebooks instead of 
kilns, the answer was clear. Art 
Park and the Terrell Road area 
was heading back to the ashes.

Hostetler and others 
complained about the health 
department’s “hassles,” saying 
it would require too much time 
and energy away from art to 
make Art Park compliant with 
all the rules. For a time, profes-
sors continued bringing small 
groups of students to those 
grounds. Most of the work 
was eventually moved back to 
campus.

Hostetler told a reporter 
his Art Park idea was ahead 

of its time. Would it have 
succeeded two years earlier, 
two years later, or perhaps any 
time where historically-tense 
protests didn’t immediately 
precede Art Park’s premiere 
public opening? Who knows.

As for the organizers — 
Klahn eventually became 
associate director of OU’s 
School of Art and died in 2001. 
Allen taught at the Philadel-
phia School of Art and as of 
2014 was listed as an Assistant 
Professor Emeritus of Art at 
OU’s Zanesville campus. Kokis 
became a well-known ceramics 
lecturer at the University of 
Oregon and his art has been ex-
hibited throughout the country.

Hostetler’s accomplishments 
are too lengthy to list. His 
artwork is displayed every-
where, from OU’s campus to 
the Trump Tower in New York 
City.

He died this month at the age 
of 88.

When Art Park shut down, 
Hostetler said he dreamed there 
would someday be a place in 
Athens where the community 
can gather to enjoy art and 
have a good time. In 2015, one 
imagines that is a dream that 
has been fulilled.

ART PARK
Continued from page A1
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Lois Wagner, Sole Proprietor
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By The AssoCiATed Press

WEST HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — When 
a U.S. Navy veteran traveled from Long 
Island to Florida for a knee replacement, 
his house was the last thing on his mind. 
But now his memory of it is all he can 
think about.

Philip Williams’ home was demolished 
in the spring by town oficials while he 
spent about six months recuperating from 
surgical complications in Fort Lauderdale. 
Back in New York, oficials in the Town of 
Hempstead deemed his modest two-story 
home unit for habitation and knocked it 
down.

The 69-year-old has now waged a legal 
battle against the suburban New York 
town. He wants reimbursement — for the 
house and all the belongings inside.

“I’m angry and I’m upset. It’s just 
wrong on so many levels,” he said “My 
mortgage was up to date, my property 
taxes were up to date ... everything was 
current and ine.”

Williams went to Florida in December 
2014 for the procedure, so a friend could 
help with his recovery. But he developed 
infections that forced further surgery and 
heart complications, leaving him hospital-
ized until doctors deemed him medically 
able to return home in August.

When Williams pulled up to what 
should have been a two-story cream-
colored cottage with a red door in West 
Hempstead, there was just an empty lot.

“My irst thought was there was a ire or 
something,” Williams said.

But there was no ire. According to town 
oficials, neighbors had been complain-
ing the house was in disrepair and a blight 
on the community. Hempstead oficials, 
responding to those complaints, sent 
inspectors and determined the house was a 
“dilapidated dwelling” unit for habitation. 
So they knocked it down.

“The house was in terrible condition for 
a long time,” next door neighbor Keylin 
Escobar said. “Nobody really lived in the 
house; the house was abandoned. Every-
one who came over to visit, people always 
say, ‘What’s going on with this house?’”

Kathleen Keicher, who has lived across 
the street from Williams for 12 years, said 
notices tacked to the front door of the 
home began piling up and the house had 
holes in the side and appeared unkempt.

“I feel terrible. When we knew a house 

was coming down, it was sad,” she said. 
“We thought the house was coming down, 
someone would buy the land, a new house 
would come up, a new family would move 
in. ... We don’t want anyone to lose their 
home.”

Williams says he was never contacted 
and believes town oficials thought his 
house was a so-called “zombie home” — a 
dwelling abandoned after foreclosure pro-
ceedings begin, but one not yet seized by 
the bank — and rushed to demolish it.

“The town basically took everything 
from me,” said Williams, who is now stay-
ing with a friend in Florida and has only 
two suitcases of belongings. “The town 
does not have a right to take all of my 
property, all of my possessions.”

Williams had lived in the house since 
he was 6 months old. He said many of the 
items in the home had been in his family 
since he was a newborn or had sentimental 
value, like his late wife’s engagement ring, 
photos of his six children growing up and 
a model train set he had since he was a 
child. He lost all of his clothing, a bicycle 
he’d just purchased, dishes, silverware and 
other housewares.

Town oficials say they tried to contact 
Williams and provided The Associated 
Press copies of letters they said they 
mailed to the home and to banks. They 
also held a public hearing before going 
forward with the demolition. But Williams 

contends he never received any of the 
notices and said he couldn’t igure out why 
the letters were mailed to four separate 
banks where he never had accounts.

“I have no idea who those banks are,” 
Williams said. “But they never contacted 
me in any way, shape or form.”

And that’s why his attorney believes that 
town’s actions were illegal.

“Under the law, it should not happen,” 
his attorney, Bradley Siegel said. “It’s un-
American. It just doesn’t seem believable.”

Williams has iled a notice of claim, 
the irst step in a lawsuit against the town, 
and also is ighting for public records he 
believes may show what happened. Wil-
liams says town oficials wouldn’t tell him 
the name of the demolition company or the 
date the house was torn down.

The town said in a statement that it 
“followed all proper procedure with regard 
to property owner notiication.” But town 
oficials refused to answer any other ques-
tions, citing pending litigation.

Williams has contacted police and the 
Nassau County district attorney’s ofice 
and has asked for a criminal inquiry. A 
spokesman for the district attorney’s ofice 
said the matter is under review.

“You see people who went through a 
tornado or a lood and they say they lost 
everything, but that’s not preventable,” 
Williams said. “This was preventable. The 
town took my house.”

Town demolishes veteran’s 
house while he has surgery

the associated Press

in this Nov. 25 photo, a lot stands empty in West hempstead, N.y., after 
the township had the home that once stood on it torn down. 

By The AssoCiATed Press

WASHINGTON — Farm-
state lawmakers are trying to 
thwart new clean water rules.

Banks are looking to ease 
oversight requirements.

Brokers are working to 
stall a new rule raising stan-
dards for investment advice 
on retirement accounts.

Truckers want longer 
tandem trucks permitted in 
every state.

These are just some of 
the policy battles that must 
be hashed out by Dec. 11 as 
Congress races to close out 
a $1.1 trillion spending bill 
and avoid a holiday season 
government shutdown.

President Barack Obama 
and his Democratic allies 
promise to ight off what they 
consider the most glaring 
examples of GOP overreach. 
Republicans insist they won’t 
walk away empty-handed.

At issue are dozens of 
policy provisions that have 
hitched a ride onto the 12 
spending bills. When a bill 
has trouble advancing on its 
own, lawmakers often try to 
add it to must-do appropria-
tions legislation.

For powerful interest 
groups such as banks, broad-
casters and agribusiness, 
these riders are often the last, 
best chance to push items 
on their agenda through 
Congress. They also are a 
way for lawmakers to weigh 
in on pet issues such as gun 
rights, sales of antique ivory, 
management of wolf popula-
tions and rest requirements 
for long-haul truckers.

Republicans have laced 
the spending bills with add-
ons that take on Obama’s 
health law, new environmen-
tal regulations, and the 2010 
Dodd-Frank law tightening 
oversight of the inancial 
services industry. If history 
is any guide, Obama and 
Democrats — whose votes 
will be needed to pass the 
catch-all spending bill — 
will ward off most of them.

But lots of lower-tier is-
sues are in play.

Anti-Castro forces in 

the House appear unlikely to 
reverse Obama’s moves to 
loosen rules about traveling 
to Cuba. But supporters of 
medical marijuana are hopeful 
they can win new guarantees 
against harassment by federal 
authorities.

Broadcasters have bi-
partisan support for letting 
them retain advertising sales 
agreements with other stations 
in the same market despite a 
new federal rule that curbs the 
practice. The Federal Com-
munications Commission 
says big media companies 
are exploiting the agreements 
in order to evade restrictions 
against owning multiple sta-
tions in the same market.

Some conservatives are still 
pressing to use the spending 
legislation as a way to take 
away Planned Parenthood’s 
federal money and increase 
scrutiny of Syrian and Iraqi 
refugees seeking to settle in 
the U.S. Those are nonstarters 
with Obama and Democrats.

But as House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis. said at a recent 
forum, “There will have to be 
some riders in this for us to be 
able to pass” the massive bill.

An important rule to know 
about riders and how they 
make it into legislation, or 
don’t, is that veto threats mat-
ter. Presidents invariably do 
well in negotiations on riders 
and veto threats can force the 
removal of the most conten-
tious policy add-ons. That’s 
kept off previous omnibus 
bills such GOP initiatives as 
blocking implementation of 
the health overhaul, stalling 
clean air and water rules and 
watering down the inancial 
industry oversight law off 
previous omnibus bills.

Democrats and the White 
House are talking tough on 
riders, and the president is 
issuing veto threats as freely 
as ever. This time, it means 
Republican attempts prob-
ably won’t make the cut on 
blocking rules on power plant 
emissions, delaying ozone 
standards and weakening 
clean water standards involv-
ing mountaintop removal 
coal-mining operations.

Race to settle 
budget ight 

means resolving 
policy disputes
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